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Report number/reference:  RMB/LB 
 

Date issued: 17th July 2008 

Agenda Item: 8 Date of Meeting:  24th July 2008 
  

This report is: For information and 
approval 
 

Meeting Venue: SMBC, Sandwell 

Report Status:    External Auditors appointment: 2007/08 Audit 
 

Report Title: 

Appointment of External Auditors; 2007/08 Audit 
 

Report Author:  
Lynda Bateman 
WMRMB Treasurer 
 

Circulated to: Please forward to: 
• WMRMB  
• Treasurers to Fire & Rescue Authorities 
 
 

 

Summary: 
 

The Audit Commission has appointed Clement Keys as external auditors to WMRMB for 
the period 2007/08.  A short form Annual Return has been completed and the audit 
finalised. 

 

Recommendation(s): 
WMRMB are requested to: 
 
i) Note the appointment of Clement Keys, and 
ii) Approve completed 2007/08 Short Form Annual Return 
 
For further information, please contact: 

℡   0121 569 3502 
     

�    0121 569 3515 

Lynda Bateman 
WMRMB Treasurer 
(Sandwell MBC) 

  Lynda_bateman@sandwell.gov.uk 
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1. Background Details:  
 
Since the establishment of the WMRMB in 2004, your Treasurer has had ongoing discussions 
with the Audit Commission as to the need for and nature of any external audit required by 
statue of WMRMB’s activities. 

 
Given the unique nature of WMRMB’s financial arrangements – i.e. it has no independent 
budget; spend; bank accounts etc. and is funded solely by balanced contribution for each FRA, 
the preparation of a normal set of accounts has no relevance. 

 

The Audit Commission has now concluded that our WMRMB falls under regulations covering 
“small bodies with no financial transactions” and as such, whilst we require external auditors to 
be appointed, this will involve “light touch” audit with no fee. 

 

The Treasurer was recently notified that for the financial years 2007/08 to 2010/11, Clement 
Keys, Birmingham have been appointed as our external auditors.  Agreement has now been 
reached with Clement Keys that the completion of a “Short Form Annual Return” together with 
formal public advertisement of that, satisfies the statutory audit needs and no further work will 
be required.  A copy of the Return is appended to this report for Members information, together 
with the advert that will be placed in the Birmingham Post following this meeting. 

 

Similar returns have now been made to the Audit Commission in respect of past years 2005/06 
and 2006/07. 

 
2. Legal Implications: 
There are no legal implications arising from this report. 
 
 
3. Financial Implications: 
There are no financial implications arising from this report. 
 
 
4. Background Papers: 

• Correspondence with Audit Commission 
• Letter from Clement Keys – June 2008  
• 2007/08 Short Form Annual Return 
 
 

5. Attachments: 
 
The following document is appended: 

• Appendix A - Copy of 2007/08 Short Form Annual Return 
• Appendix B - Advert for publication 
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